[image: image1.png]T H
cCu

THE HE

ON UNIT

at the Centre for Health Promotion
University of Toronto





THCU Literature Search
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reaching Parents of Teens
Search conducted December 2004

Adolescent directory online
http://education.indiana.edu/cas/adol/risk.html#family
Recognizing and preventing youth violence
http://www.academicwebpages.com/nr/youthviolence.pdf
Raising teens: a synthesis of research and a foundation for action

http://web.mit.edu/hr/worklife/report.pdf
Tangential but interesting summary
Workplaces fail to support parents of teens, HR magazine
http://www.shrm.org/hrmagazine/articles/0902/0902agn-worklife.asp
Contains comments about parents’ worries

Be there for teens
http://www.health.ri.gov/family/ofyss/teens/index.php
Talking with kids about tough issues: a national survey of parents and kids
http://www.talkingwithkids.org/nickelodeon/summary.pdf
http://www.talkingwithkids.org/nickelodeon/pr-3-8-01.htm
Survival guide for parents of teens
http://www.co.missoula.mt.us/healthpromo/Misc%20PDF/Survival%20Guide.pdf
AMA : Downloads and resources
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/category/1981.html
Shoulder to shoulder : raising teens together
http://www.shouldertoshoulderminnesota.org/
Parents of Urban Adolescents in Harlem, New York, and the Internet: A Cross-sectional Survey on Preferred Resources for Health Information, Journal of medical internet research. Alwyn T Cohall 1, 2 , MD; Renee Cohall 1 , ACSW; Bonnie Dye 1 , MPH; Sheila Dini 1 , BS; Roger D Vaughan 1, 3 , MS, DrPH, J Med Internet Res,  2004;6(4):e43
http://www.jmir.org/2004/4/e43/
Positive parenting: project overview
http://www.extension.umn.edu/projects/positiveparenting/po.html
Appendix two: focus group participant survey findings

Appendix three: study design and proposed outcomes

http://www.parenting.umn.edu/Raising%20Heathy%20Teens/Section%209%20-%20%20Appendix%20Three%20-%20Study%20Design,%20Proposed%20Outcomes,%20Instruments.pdf
A parent’s guide to positive parenting of teens
http://www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/familydevelopment/DE7607.html
ERIC

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1TI: Title

Innovations in Parenting Support: An Evaluation of the YMCA's  "Parenting Teenagers" Initiative.

AU: Author

Roker, Debi; Richardson, Helen

SO: Source

Children & Society; v16 n3 p143-53 Jun 2002

AB: Abstract

Evaluated a 3-year initiative to organize 30 projects in YMCA  centers in England to provide help and support to the parents of  teenagers; projects involved group-based courses, "dads and lads" projects, mediation schemes, and families and computing courses. Identified a variety of outcomes for parents, youth, project workers, and the YMCA organization. Identified key issues and learning points, and strategies to provide support to the parents of teenagers. (Author/KB)

AN: Accession Number

EJ659814

TI: Title

"Parenting Teenagers" Programmes: A UK Perspective.

AU: Author

Roker, Debi; Coleman, John

SO: Source

Children & Society; v12 n5 p359-72 Nov 1998

AB: Abstract

Describes the range and nature of parent education courses currently available in the United Kingdom for parents of teens. Identifies key characteristics of these courses, including aims, value bases, materials, methods, parents attending, outcomes, and evaluation. Discusses key issues and recommendations for future practice, policy, and research. (Author/LPP)

AN: Accession Number

EJ578080

TI: Title

Strengthening Parenting Skills: Teenagers. Learning Guide 3.

Project Connect. Linking Self-Family-Work.

CA: Corporate Author

Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation, Inc., Hartford, CT.; Southern

Illinois Univ., Carbondale.

SO: Source

41p. 1994.

AB: Abstract

This learning guide is designed to connect personal, family, and job responsibilities for adults and out-of-school youth in economically depressed areas of the state (including transitional ex-offenders and corrections populations) so that these individuals learn to manage and balance these aspects of their lives in order to prepare for or continue successful employment. This learning guide contains five competency units that provide information on parenting skills for parents of teenagers. The competency units cover the following topics: (1) expectations for the physical, mental, emotional, and social development of adolescents; (2) ways to assist adolescents in their development; (3) differences in family situations that affect parenting; (4) appropriate methods of coping with stress; and (5) supportive services available to parents. Each competency unit consists of learner outcomes, key ideas, definitions, teaching strategies and methods, and suggested learning activities. Thirteen supplements include information and activity sheets on the following: adolescent development; minute dramas illustrating typical problems; case studies; parent reactions to typical situations with teenagers; children in one-parent families; single parents; and stress and stress reduction. A bibliography lists 19 references. The Illinois goals for world-class education for the 21st century also are included. (KC)

AN: Accession Number

ED388812

TI: Title

A Lot Easier Said than Done: Parents Talk about Raising Children

in Today's America.

AU: Author

Farkas, Steve; Johnson, Jean; Duffett, Ann; Wilson, Leslie; Vine,

Jackie

SO: Source

ISBN-1-889483-79-6, 52p. 2002

AB: Abstract

Recognizing that knowing what parents value most provides insights into what society values and what can be expected of future generations, this report details a study exploring parents' goals in raising their children and focusing on parents' attitudes regarding the difficulty of raising children of integrity and character in America today. Data were gathered through a random sample telephone survey of 1,607 parents of children between 5 and 17 years old and through 12 focus groups of parents conducted at various locations throughout the United States. Five major findings are discussed in this report: (1) parents say that our society barrages youngsters with harmful messages and even poses physical dangers for children, providing a source of constant worry for parents; (2) although television is considered inescapable and sometimes offers offensive, disturbing messages, few parents seriously consider doing without television; (3) there seems to be a special urgency to making sure children attain character traits of independence, self-control, honesty, and politeness to mitigate negative social influences; (4) parents believe that love and encouragement as well as structure and boundaries are critical to child rearing, with four types of distinct parenting styles identified--overwhelmed, "softies," parents-in-chief, and "best buddies"; (5) parents of teenagers are committed to the idea that their children must make their own decisions and learn from their mistakes; and (6) although most parents share similar goals for raising their children and have similar fears regarding society's impact on their well-being, low-income and single parents have serious worries about their childrens social milieu, economic concerns, and concerns about obtaining health insurance. Information on the methodology, the complete survey results, and a list of related publications complete the report. (Contains 16 endnotes.) (KB)

AN: Accession Number

ED472519

TI: Title

Self-Help Books for Parents of Adolescents, 1980-1993.

AU: Author

Smith, M Cecil; Vartanian, Lesa R ; DeFrates-Densch, Nancy; Van

Loon, Preston C ; Locke, Susan

SO: Source

Family Relations; v52 n2 p174-79 Apr 2003

AB: Abstract

Analyzes the contents of self-help books for parents of adolescents that were published from 1980 to 1993. Examines the scope of topics presented and the authors' views about parenting practices to determine the extent to which these parenting books reinforce or debunk cultural stereotypes about adolescents. (Contains 36 references.) (GCP)

AN: Accession Number

EJ664169

TI: Title

Support for the Parents of Adolescents: A Review.

AU: Author

Henricson, Clem; Roker, Debi

SO: Source

Journal of Adolescence; v23 n6 p763-83 Dec 2000

AB: Abstract

Reviews the literature on parent-adolescent relationships, with a particular focus on strategies to offer support to this group of parents. Review covers three main areas: approaches to parenting, including an examination of parenting style; models of parent support; and examples of parent support programs, including group-based parenting courses. (Contains 120 references.) (GCP)

AN: Accession Number

EJ629069

TI: Title

Adolescent Connections: A Guide to Selecting Resource Materials

for Parents of Adolescents.

AU: Author

Sheriff, Christine M

SO: Source

93p. 1999

AB: Abstract

Since 1989, ParentLink has been devoted to supporting Missouri families and children by working with community teams to promote and support parenting efforts through a variety of means. Noting the widespread problem with high-risk behavior among Missouri adolescents and the importance of communication between parents and their adolescents in reducing teen involvement in risk behavior, ParentLink enlisted the help of an advisory group of professionals with experience and expertise in parenting adolescents to identify parenting resources to be made available for loan through the ParentLink library. This guide, written for parents of adolescents and the professionals who work with those parents, provides reviews of materials related to parenting adolescents, including books, curricula, videos, pamphlets, and Web sites. Materials are research-based and deal with sexuality education, risk-taking behaviors, consequences of pregnancy, sexually-transmitted diseases, and AIDS. The guide's introduction describes the review process. A quick reference section delineates the 67 items reviewed, the format of each item, the number of reviewers, and how each scored on the eight evaluation criteria. A narrative section provides more specific information about the materials and includes reviewers' comments. Three appendices provide a quick reference to Web site evaluations and the evaluation forms used by reviewers. (KB)

AN: Accession Number

ED439794

TI: Title

Content Changes in Parent Education Books for Parents of

Adolescents.

AU: Author

Smith, M Cecil; Van Loon Preston C; DeFrates-Densch, Nancy;

Schrader, Thomas O

SO: Source

Family and Consumer Sciences Research Journal; v27 n2 p194-213 Dec

1998

AB: Abstract

Analysis of 48 parent education books for parents of adolescents, published between 1904 and 1979, revealed subtle changes in content and themes reflecting contemporary challenges of parenting, such as changing family demographics, increased adolescent sexual experimentation, and drug use. (SK)

AN: Accession Number

EJ574771

TI: Title

Delivering Parent Education to Low and High Risk Parents of

Adolescents via Age-Paced Newsletters.

AU: Author

Bogenschneider, Karen; Stone, Margaret

SO: Source

Family Relations; v46 n2 p123-34 Apr 1997

AB: Abstract

Examines the effectiveness of parent education newsletters among 726 White parents of 9th to 12th graders. Results show that parents who read all of the newsletters reported closer monitoring, higher responsiveness, and more parent/teen discussions when compared to a control group. Newsletters helped parents who faced single or multiple risks. (RJM)

AN: Accession Number

EJ553564

TI: Title

The Parenting of Adolescents in Britain Today.

AU: Author

Coleman, John C

SO: Source

Children & Society; v11 n1 p44-52 Apr 1997

AB: Abstract

Argues that studies focus on parenting of young children and ignore parenting of adolescents. Considers the environment teens grow up in today. Reviews research on communication, supervision and monitoring of adolescents, power in the family, and role of parents. Concludes with suggestions for new research and a call for more support and research for parents of adolescents. (DCP)

AN: Accession Number

EJ544970

TI: Title

Child, Parent, and Contextual Influences on Perceived Parenting

Competence among Parents of Adolescents.

AU: Author

Bogenschneider, Karen; Small, Stephen A; Tsay, Jenner C

SO: Source

Journal of Marriage and the Family; v59 n2 p345-62 May 1997

AB: Abstract

Examined Belsky's model of the determinants of parenting among 666 pairs of White mothers and adolescents and 510 pairs of White fathers and adolescents. Results indicate that, when parents reported higher perceived parenting competence, sons and daughters reported more parental monitoring and responsiveness and less parental psychological control. Other findings are reported. (RJM)

AN: Accession Number

EJ559316

TI: Title

Develop and Implement a Conflict Resolution Program To Enhance the

Coping Skills of Parents of Adolescents.

AU: Author

Springer, Marva

SO: Source

118p. 1996.

AB: Abstract

The breakdown in parent/adolescent relationships, along with the increase in disruptive behaviors by adolescents, has become a major concern of parents and practitioners. The goal of this practicum is to review the literature on parent/adolescent conflicts and offer a conflict resolution program intended to enhance the coping skills of parents. The skills were taught through a training workshop and a home support/guidance segment which was used to monitor and assist parents as they practiced the new skills. These were then followed up with evaluation sessions. Results indicate that the 25 parents involved in the study experienced enhanced parent/adolescent relationships. Parental and professional responses to the program were very positive. Results from verbal reports and other measures showed an increase in parents' knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors at the end of the program. All of the parents who attended the workshop expressed an increase in self awareness and respect for their adolescents. Overall, results showed an increased use of problem solving techniques by parents and a decrease in adolescent rebellion within the home. There was a noticeable decrease in parents' controlling and aggressive behaviors. Seven appendices offer a sample ten-week calendar plan, a sample public service poster, and evaluation forms. Contains 40 references. (RJM)

AN: Accession Number

ED405545

TI: Title

Parental Views of Popularity and Stress among Adolescents.

AU: Author

Tatar, Moshe

SO: Source

Journal of Adolescence; v18 n6 p679-86 Dec 1995

AB: Abstract

Data from 742 parents of adolescents revealed that about half the parents chose friendly behavior towards classmates and strong personality as the most important factors contributing to popularity, followed by high grades, acceptance by the opposite sex, and physical attractiveness. Parents chose high grades and desire to pursue higher education as sources of stress. (JPS)

AN: Accession Number

EJ519524

TI: Title

Parents of Adolescents: Help-Seeking Intentions as a Function of

Help Sources and Parenting Issues.

AU: Author

Raviv, Amiram; And Others

SO: Source

Journal of Adolescence; v15 n2 p115-35 Jun 1992

AB: Abstract

Examined intentions of parents (n=187) of adolescents to seek help from nine sources for eight hypothetical parenting problems. Intention to seek help was function of problem type and help source. Parents declared intention to seek help from many sources; being most likely to seek help from spouses regardless of issue and from professional sources in expertise area. (Author/NB)

AN: Accession Number





EJ449623

CINAHL 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Author

Hollen PJ.  Brickle BB.

Institution

College of Nursing, Northeastern University, Robinson Hall, Suite 401, Boston, MA 02115.

Title

Quality parental decision making and distress.

Source

Journal of Pediatric Nursing: Nursing Care of Children and Families. 13(3):140-50, 1998 Jun. (53 ref) 

Abbreviated Source

J PEDIATR NURS. 13(3):140-50, 1998 Jun. (53 ref) 

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to test three hypotheses in the context of parenting an adolescent: (1) socioeconomic status (SES), parental gender, marital status, and age of parent will be predictors of quality decision-making for parents of adolescents; (2) as predispositional and situational distress increase, quality decision making among these parents will decrease; and (3) predispositional distress will be as strong a predictor for quality decision making as situational distress. The sample included 123 parents of adolescents ages 13 to 19 years. SES was the only significant predictor (11%) for parental decision making; the higher the SES, the more quality in decision making reported. Moderate negative correlations were obtained between predispositional distress and quality decision making and situational distress and quality decision making. Both predispositional distress and situational distress contributed equally as predictors of quality decision making. Copyright (c) 1998 by W.B. Saunders Company

Author

Duhig AM.  Phares V.

Institution

Yale University, Dept of Psychiatry.

Title

Adolescents', mothers', and fathers' perspectives of emotional and behavioral problems: distress, control, and motivation to change.

Source

Child & Family Behavior Therapy. 25(4):39-52, 2003. (19 ref) 

Abbreviated Source

CHILD FAM BEHAV THER. 25(4):39-52, 2003. (19 ref) 

Abstract

Utilizing a clinical sample, this study examined relations between adolescents' subjective distress over their emotional/behavioral problems, their perceptions of parental distress over these problems, and parents' reports of their own distress over their adolescents' behaviors. Additionally, adolescents' perceived control over these behaviors was investigated, as well as parents' and adolescents' motivation to change problematic behaviors. Results are discussed in relation to interventions with adolescents and their families and suggestions for future research are made.

Author

Shumow L.  Lomax R.

Institution

EPF Dept, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL 60115-2854; Lshumow@niu.edu.

Title

Parental efficacy: predictor of parenting behavior and adolescent outcomes.

Source

Parenting: Science and Practice. 2(2):127-50, 2002 Apr-Jun. (35 ref) 

Abbreviated Source

PARENTING SCI PRACT. 2(2):127-50, 2002 Apr-Jun. (35 ref) 

Abstract

Objective. This research study tested a social cognitive model in which family socioeconomic status (SES) and neighborhood quality predicted parental efficacy, which then predicted the academic and social-emotional adjustment of adolescents through 3 parental behaviors (monitoring, parental involvement, and parent-adolescent communication). Design. The study investigated parental efficacy among a stratified random sample of 929 parents and their adolescent children in the United States. Parents and adolescents provided reports through telephone interviews. Structural equation modeling tested the model fit for the overall sample and for European American (n = 387), African American (n = 259), and Latin American (n = 283) subsamples. Results. The model fit for the overall sample and for each racial or ethnic group. Paths within each model also were examined. For the overall sample, neighborhood quality predicted parental efficacy, parental efficacy predicted reported parental involvement and monitoring, both of which predicted academic and social-emotional adjustment of adolescents, and parent-adolescent communication predicted social-emotional adjustment. Some racial or ethnic differences in paths emerged. Conclusions. Overall, the study supported predictions made by social cognitive theory. Given the link between parental efficacy, parenting behaviors, and adolescent outcomes, 1 important goal of programs for parents of adolescents might be to bolster parental efficacy.

Author

Cottrell L.  Li X.  Harris C.  D'Alessandri D.  Atkins M.  Richardson B.  Stanton B.

Institution

Dept of Pediatrics, West Virginia University, PO Box 9214 RCBHSC, Morgantown, WV 26506-9214; lcottrell@hsc.wvu.edu.

Title

Parent and adolescent perceptions of parental monitoring and adolescent risk involvement.

Source

Parenting: Science and Practice. 3(3):179-95, 2003 Jul-Sep. (48 ref) 

Abbreviated Source

PARENTING SCI PRACT. 3(3):179-95, 2003 Jul-Sep. (48 ref) 

Abstract

Objective. To compare parent and youth reports of the extent to which parents monitor their adolescents and to determine whether parents' perceptions of parental monitoring are more predictive of adolescent risk behavior. Design. Data were obtained from a cross-sectional sample of 270 parent - adolescent dyads recruited from rural communities in West Virginia. Parents completed a series of written questionnaires, and adolescents (12-16 years) provided information about their involvement in various risk behaviors. Results. Parent perceptions of parental monitoring efforts did not relate to adolescent perceptions of parental monitoring; parents generally perceived themselves to have more information about their adolescents' whereabouts and activities than their adolescents reported. No main effects of age or gender were found in the discrepancies between parent and adolescent monitoring reports. Adolescent reports of monitoring were negatively correlated with adolescent drinking, marijuana use, and sexual activity over the previous 6-month period. Adolescent risk behaviors were predicted by adolescent reports of parental monitoring alone. Conclusions. Parents and adolescents perceive the magnitude of parental monitoring efforts differently even when both parties perceive parents to know much about adolescent activities. Adolescents' perceptions of how much their parents know about their activities are more predictive of their own involvement in risk behaviors than their parents' perceptions about their own monitoring efforts.

Author

Schuster MA.  Eastman KL.  Fielding JE.  Rotheram-Borus MJ.  Breslow L.  Franzoi LL.  Kanouse DE.

Institution

Director, UCLA/RAND Center for Adolescent Health Promotion, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and Health Sciences, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).

Title

Promoting adolescent health: worksite-based interventions with parents of adolescents.

Source

Journal of Public Health Management and Practice. 7(2):41-52, 2001 Mar. (78 ref) 

Abbreviated Source

J PUBLIC HEALTH MANAGE PRACT. 7(2):41-52, 2001 Mar. (78 ref) 

Author

Haynie DL.  Beck KH.  Crump AD.  Shattuck T.  Simons-Morton B.

Institution

Prevention Research Branch, Division of Epidemiology, Statistics and Prevention Research, NICHD, NIH, Building 6100, Room 7B05, 9000 Rockville Pike, MSC 7510, Bethesda, MD 20892-7510; e-mail: Denise_Haynie@NIH.GOV.

Title

Parenting strategies regarding teen behavior: parent and teen perceptions.

Source

American Journal of Health Behavior. 23(6):403-14, 1999 Nov-Dec. (24 ref) 

Abbreviated Source

AM J HEALTH BEHAV. 23(6):403-14, 1999 Nov-Dec. (24 ref) 

Abstract

Objective: To examine parents' awareness of their adolescents' alcohol-related behavior and compare parent and teen perceptions of parent strategies to manage teen behavior. Methods: Four hundred twenty-eight parents and their adolescents were recruited via random digit dialing for telephone interviews. Results: Parents underestimated their adolescents' alcohol-related behavior. Although most parents reported appropriate parenting strategies, they relied primarily on passive strategies to supervise teen behavior. Conclusion: Parents employed a limited repertoire of strategies to manage teen behavior. Parent education programs should foster proactive parenting by broadening parents' repertoire of strategies to monitor and manage their teens' behavior.

PSCYINFO
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1TI: Title

Anticipatory guidance for the adolescent: Parents' concerns

AU: Author

Cavanaugh, Robert M; Hastings-Tolsma, Marie; Keenan, Deirdre; 

Buser, Bess; et al

SO: Source

Clinical Pediatrics. Vol 32(9), Sep 1993, pp. 542-545

RL: Resource Location

[URL:http://www.westminsterpublications.com/]

AB: Abstract

932 parents of adolescents completed a computerized questionnaire listing 30 common psychosocial-medical concerns (e.g., smoking, pregnancy, suicide, behavior problems, and peer relationships) of adolescence. Respondents were asked how important it is for private pediatricians to discuss these topics with their teenagers during regular checkups. 10 items were rated important by 90% of parents, 22 items by 80%, and 29 items by 66%. Heeding parents' expectations and concerns, pediatricians should incorporate discussions of psychosocial-medical issues as a meaningful component of routine adolescent health care. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2004 APA, all rights reserved)

DN: Database Name

PsycINFO (1840-Current)

TI: Title

Parental belief systems: The psychological consequences for children (2nd ed.)

AU: Author

Sigel, Irving E; McGillicuddy-DeLisi, Ann V; Goodnow, Jacqueline J

SO: Source

Hillsdale, NJ, England: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc. (1992). xx, 478 pp.

AB: Abstract

(From the introduction to the second edition ) Our goal was to have this volume reflect some of the new directions that research on parent cognition has taken. In this volume, as in the previous one, we continue to find considerable diversity in constructs used to identify parents' thoughts about their children. No one term is accepted by all of the writers. Some refer to beliefs, others to thoughts, constructs, theories, ideas, and attributions. Still others refer to perceptions and goals. The chapters can be differentiated on the basis of the research design and the focus employed by the authors. Two types of research design characterize the studies. One links parent cognition to child outcomes, with no description of the intervening parent behavior. A second type includes studies in which parent cognitions are linked to parent behaviors, which in turn influence the child. The research strategies seem to be dictated by the theoretical and methodological preferences of the investigator, rather than by the problem. Hence, a variety of research strategies is found within each set of chapters, organized by focus. The first type includes studies concerned with normally developing populations--primarily young children. A second type deals specifically with parents of adolescents. The third type of research addresses issues of troubled children and families. The fourth type is explicitly engaged in building models to apply to families in general. Finally, two chapters focus exclusively on cultural issues. The chapters in this new edition have much in common with the chapters in the first edition. In particular they share a common concern for the part played by parental cognitive processes in developing or hampering the child's cognitive growth. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2004 APA, all rights reserved)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sociological Abstracts

TI: Title

We Know Some Things: Parent-Adolescent Relationships in Retrospect and Prospect

AU: Author

Steinberg, Laurence

SO: Source

Journal of Research on Adolescence, 2001, 11, 1, 1-19

AB: Abstract

This article examines the most important ideas to have emerged  from the last 25 years of research on adolescent development in  the family context & suggests some directions for the future. Two  major sets of questions organize the review. First, how can we  best characterize normative family relationships during  adolescence, &, more specifically, is adolescence a time of  parent-child conflict? Second, how do variations in parent-child  relationships affect the developing adolescent? The answer to the  first question depends on what is meant by conflict &, more  importantly, from whom one gathers data. There is a need for a new  perspective on the family, one that emphasizes the different  viewpoints & stakes that parents & adolescents bring to their  relationship with each other. Special attention should be paid to  studies of the mental health of parents of adolescents. With  regard to the second question, it is argued that there is enough  evidence to conclude that adolescents benefit from having parents  who are authoritative: warm, firm, & accepting of their needs for  psychological autonomy. Therefore, it would seem most beneficial  to institute a systematic, large-scale, multifaceted, & ongoing  public health campaign to educate parents about adolescence, one  that draws on the collective resources & expertise of health care  professionals, scientists, governmental agencies, community  organizations, schools, religious institutions, & the mass media.  53 References. Adapted from the source document.

TI: Title

Parental Responsibilities, Social Policy and the Maintenance of Boundaries

AU: Author

Wyness, Michael G

SO: Source

The Sociological Review, 1997, 45, 2, May, 304-324

AB: Abstract

Explores the theoretical, empirical, & policy links between the idea of parental responsibility & the practice of boundary setting in the home, drawing on interview data from parents of adolescent children in Scotland (N = 12 middle- & 10 working-class couples). Two forms of boundary setting are described: (1) parents' attempts to draw boundaries between themselves & external sources of child support, eg, the school & the social services; & (2) parents' attempts to assert a clear hierarchical difference between themselves & their children. How boundaries are strengthened by recent education reform is assessed, arguing that political & cultural demands on parents limit the success of any consistent boundary maintenance strategies. The gendered nature of boundary setting in the home is considered. 32 References. Adapted from the source document.

TI: Title

Parents of Adolescents: Help-Seeking Intentions as a Function of Help Sources and Parenting Issues

AU: Author

Raviv, Amiram; Maddy-Weitzman, Edie; Raviv, Alona

SO: Source

Journal of Adolescence, 1992, 15, 2, June, 115-135

AB: Abstract

Help-seeking by parents relative to a variety of problems with their adolescents was investigated, drawing on questionnaire data from 119 mothers & 68 fathers of adolescents ages 16-17 near Tel-Aviv, Israel. Repeated measures ANOVA yielded main effects for issue & support source, as well as a significant interaction effect. Parents indicated that they would first seek help from their spouse, regardless of the issue, but would seek professional help on particular issues related to the source's expertise. Fathers were more inclined to seek help from teachers & counselors, & more highly educated parents seek psychologists' help more than those with less education. Fathers would seek help more than mothers on inculcating values, sex, mood, & independence issues. Parents were more self-confident on the issues of values & communication, & least self-confident on the issues of social problems & moodiness. 3 Tables, 5 Figures, 54 References. Adapted with permission of Academic Press.
MEDLINE

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Authors

Pinquart M.  Silbereisen RK.

Institution

Department of Developmental Psychology, Friedrich Schiller University, Am Steiger 3, Haus 1, D-07743 Jena, Germany. Martin.Pinquart@rz.uni-jena.de

Title

Transmission of values from adolescents to their parents: the role of value content and authoritative parenting.

Source

Adolescence.  39(153):83-100, 2004 Spring.

Abstract

The intergenerational transmission of values is a bidirectional process. To date, however, adolescents' influence on parental values has rarely been investigated. In the present study, we analyzed the transmission of values from adolescents (aged 11 to 17 years) to their mothers and fathers across a one-year interval in 431 mother-child dyads and 346 father-child dyads. Transmission of values from adolescents to parents was observed regarding topics that are salient in adolescence (the usefulness of new technology, beliefs concerning the traditional way of life, the importance of religion) but not regarding topics that become salient later. In addition, the transmission of adolescents' values to their parents was mainly observed in families with above-average levels of authoritative parenting (i.e., parents are receptive and supportive). However, adolescents' religious values were also transmitted to their parents in families with below-average levels of authoritative parenting. Transmission of values from parents to adolescents was also investigated.

Authors

Ostberg AL.  Lindblad U.  Halling A.

Institution

Public Dental Services, Skovde, Sweden. anna-lena.ostberg@vgregion.se

Title

Self-perceived oral health in adolescents associated with family characteristics and parental employment status.

Source

Community Dental Health.  20(3):159-64, 2003 Sep.

Abstract

OBJECTIVE: To investigate self-perceived oral health and its associations with family characteristics and parental employment status in an adolescent population from a gender perspective. DESIGN: A cross-sectional study using self-reported questionnaires answered anonymously in classrooms. SETTING: All senior (13-15 years) and upper secondary (16-18 years) level schools in Skaraborg County, Sweden. SUBJECTS: 17,035 students, participation rate 88.5%. OUTCOME MEASURES: A single-item rating of self-perceived oral health; satisfaction with the appearance of the teeth; self-assessed gingival bleeding; a perceived oral health index. RESULTS: Independent of family characteristics and parental employment status, girls, more often than boys, perceived their oral health to be good and had less self-assessed gingival bleeding but were less satisfied with the appearance of their teeth. Adolescents living with a single mother (senior level odds ratios OR 0.71 [Confidence Interval CI 0.59,0.84], upper secondary level OR 0.76 [CI 0.62,0.92]) or with neither parent were less likely to perceive their oral health as good when single-item rated and reported more gingival bleeding (living with a single mother: senior level OR 1.37 [CI 1.20.1.57], upper secondary level OR 1.51 [CI 1.28,1.77]) than those who lived with both parents, while adolescents who lived with a single father did not. Associations between parental employment status and self-perceived oral health were weak and inconsistent. CONCLUSIONS: Family characteristics were important for adolescents' self-perceived oral health while parental employment status was not. Children living in single-parent households should be supported and recognised in strategies for oral health promotion and prevention. Gender differences should also be taken into consideration.

Authors

Omar H.  McElderry D.  Zakharia R.

Institution

Section of Adolescent Medicine, Department of Pediatrics, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY, USA. haomar2@uky.edu

Title

Educating adolescents about puberty: what are we missing?.

Source

International Journal of Adolescent Medicine & Health.  15(1):79-83, 2003 Jan-Mar.

Abstract

Adolescents undergo significant physical and cognitive changes during their pubertal development. These changes contribute to and impact their future development. Educating adolescents at an early age about their expected development decreases the possible anxiety associated with this period of life and also helps adolescents make better choices in regards to their sexuality. In order to assess the degree of education regarding pubertal development and sexuality, we conducted a survey of late adolescents (Median age 19 years) and parents of adolescents. A total of 409 adolescents (237 females, 172 males) and 124 parents completed the survey. 14.4% of teens (36.6% of males and 2% of females) reported that no one spoke to them prior or during puberty about pubertal development or sexuality issues. Teens receiving some form of puberty/sexuality education did so at a median age of 13 for girls and 15 for boys. More than one source of information was the most common (49%) followed by mother only (20%). 85% of parents reported talking to their teens about pubertal development and sexuality. There were several differences between areas reported covered by parents but not by teens, for example 72% of parents reported talking to their teens about gender differences in growth but only 31% of teens reported being spoken to about that. Areas that are very poorly covered are breast development in boys and sexual assault/date rape in girls at 5% and 26% respectively. In summary, it appears that we continue to do a relatively poor job in educating our kids about their development and sexuality and we do it late. Boys are even less likely than girls to be talked to about many areas of pubertal development and sexuality and when that is done, it is done at a later age.
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Parenting adolescents. [Review] [34 refs]

Source

International Journal of Adolescent Medicine & Health.  15(1):11-9, 2003 Jan-Mar.

Abstract

The period of adolescence is often thought to be one of intense stress and turmoil. Yet many parents and teens negotiate this developmental stage without extreme family conflict and without sacrificing close relationships. This review summarizes a portion of the literature on parent-adolescent relationships, focusing on monitoring and control of adolescent behavior and parenting style. Basic principles to emphasize when working with adolescents and parents are also included. [References: 34]
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Parenting and adolescents' accuracy in perceiving parental values.
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Abstract

What determines adolescents' accuracy in perceiving parental values? The current study examined potential predictors including parental value communication, family value agreement, and parenting styles. In the study, 547 Israeli adolescents (aged 16 to 18) of diverse socioeconomic backgrounds participated with their parents. Adolescents reported the values they perceive their parents want them to hold. Parents reported their socialization values. Accuracy in perceiving parents' overall value system correlated positively with parents' actual and perceived value agreement and perceived parental warmth and responsiveness, but negatively with perceived value conflict, indifferent parenting, and autocratic parenting in all gender compositions of parent-child dyads. Other associations varied by dyad type. Findings were similar for predicting accuracy in perceiving two specific values: tradition and hedonism. The article discusses implications for the processes that underlie accurate perception, gender differences, and other potential influences on accuracy in value perception.
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Conflict and conflict resolution: parent and young teen perceptions.
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Journal of Pediatric Health Care.  17(1):22-31, 2003 Jan-Feb.

Abstract

INTRODUCTION: The purpose of this preliminary study was to describe a novel approach to examine the thinking of parents and young teens about conflict and conflict resolution in their relationship. The novel approach was that teens and parents were asked to solve, in focus groups, a hypothetical conflict situation without, and then with, a structured conflict resolution guide. METHODS: Two focus groups were conducted. The resulting data were analyzed with use of content analysis from a sample of 8 parent-young teen dyads. The young teens and their parents participated separately from one another in the focus groups. RESULTS: Data demonstrated that the young teens (a) thought parents or siblings initiated most disagreements and that such disagreements were routine, and (b) handled conflict with their parents by trying to prevent it. If a conflict ensued, they used emotion, aggression, cooling off, accepting some of the blame, or submission to resolve it. Parents viewed the disagreements as (a) representing their struggles with their role as a parent or (b) opportunities to instill a sense of intrinsic responsibility in their child. Parents used the strategies of setting clear expectations, parental authority, negotiation, cooling down, and feedback to solve disagreements with their teenage children. DISCUSSION: We concluded that these parents and young teens do not use a systematic method of solving disagreements but that with structured guidance, the parents and teens were able to resolve conflicts.

Authors

Schuster MA.  Eastman KL.  Fielding JE.  Rotheram-Borus MJ.  Breslow L.  Franzoi LL.  Kanouse DE.

Institution

UCLA/RAND Center for Adolescent Health Promotion, USA.

Title

Promoting adolescent health: worksite-based interventions with parents of adolescents.
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Journal of Public Health Management & Practice.  7(2):41-52, 2001 Mar.

Abstract

A promising public health approach for reducing adolescent risk behavior is to recognize and support the role of parents in promoting healthful behaviors. Although there are various settings where parents can be reached, this article focuses on one particular setting--the parent's place of employment. The article discusses the development and implementation of parenting programs for parents of adolescents. Such programs are new and should be evaluated to determine whether they are effective.
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Topics of conflict between parents and young adolescents.
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Journal of the Society of Pediatric Nurses.  5(1):27-40, 2000 Jan-Mar.

Abstract

ISSUES AND PURPOSE: Parents often examine and question interactions with their young teen and may ask the advice of healthcare professionals. Topics, frequency, and intensity of conflicts between young adolescents and parents were therefore examined. DESIGN AND METHODS: A descriptive survey using the 44-item Issues Checklist (Robin, 1975) with 163 parent and young adolescent (ages 11-14) dyads. RESULTS: Parents and teens were congruent about their reports of the topics, frequency, and intensity of conflict. Discussion of the topics generally was not angry. Mothers reported the greatest quantity of issues. Potentially sensitive topics such as substance use, dating, and sex were rarely approached by either parent or young adolescent. Sociodemographic characteristics did not distinguish or were not associated with IC scores. PRACTICE IMPLICATIONS: Conflict is a common component of the parent-young adolescent relationship. Families with children entering adolescence can expect conflict about issues that recur but usually are not that "hot". Anticipating topics may put conflict in perspective. Nurses help families resolve conflicts associated with day-to-day conflicts as a first step toward opening up larger, potentially sensitive topics.
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The intergenerational transmission of health-risk behaviors: adolescent lifestyles and gender moderating effects.
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Journal of Health & Social Behavior.  40(3):258-72, 1999 Sep.
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Abstract

The present longitudinal study of 330 adolescents used structural equation models to investigate whether (1) health-risk lifestyles exist among adults and adolescents, (2) parents' health-risk behaviors influence adolescents' health-risk behaviors, and (3) intergenerational transmission occurs by way of a health-risk lifestyle, by direct transmission of specific behaviors, or through both mechanisms. To address these questions, we estimated several models. The findings were generally supportive of the expectations. Results of single factor measurement models provided modest evidence for the existence of an underlying health-risk lifestyle factor among parents and adolescents. Results of structural equation models also demonstrated that parents' health-risk behaviors were transmitted to adolescents both at the lifestyle factor level and the unique component level. These associations prevailed even after controlling for family social status. However, parents' health-risk lifestyles mediated the effect of family social status on adolescents' lifestyles, net of the direct effect of family social status on adolescents' lifestyle. In these two-parent families, the effects of parents' health-risk lifestyles on adolescents seems to have gender symmetry. The findings of the separate models for boys and girls demonstrated that (1) fathers' health-risk lifestyle affected only boys' health-risk lifestyle, whereas (2) mother's health-risk lifestyle affected only girls' health-risk lifestyle. A similar gender moderating effect was not found for specific health-risk behaviors. Implications of these findings for future research and theoretical development are discussed.
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Abstract

Perceptions of family strengths of 40 parents and 20 adolescents were investigated by means of semistructured interviews and Likert-type ratings on commitment, appreciation, spending time together, communication patterns, religious values, and crisis management. Significant differences were found between the perceptions of parents and adolescents for the family characteristics of commitment, time spent together, and crisis management. Although family strength correlated positively with all six identified characteristics, time spent together and appreciation for each other had the highest correlation with family strength. This result supports the notion that sufficient quality time together may be a prerequisite for well-being in family relationships.
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Communication about sexual issues: mothers, fathers, and friends.
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Journal of Adolescent Health.  24(3):181-9, 1999 Mar.

Abstract

PURPOSE: To identify the content, characteristics, and comfort level of discussions about sexuality held between mothers and their early adolescent children and to determine the extent to which the conversations predicted sexual values and initiation of sexual intercourse of the adolescent. METHODS: This was part of a larger study to evaluate the impact of personal family characteristics on human immunodeficiency virus risk-reduction behavior among low-income predominately African-American adolescents, ages 13-15 years. Adolescents attending a metropolitan community-based afterschool program and their mothers were invited to participate in a 1-hour interview. Mothers and adolescents were interviewed separately. The interview included questions about the type of information related to sexuality that adolescents discussed with mothers, fathers, and friends; in addition, mothers were asked what topics they discussed with their adolescents. Four hundred five adolescents and 382 mothers participated. Some mothers had more than one adolescent in the study. RESULTS: The results showed that both male and female adolescents were more likely to discuss sexual topics with their mothers than their fathers. Male adolescents were more likely than female adolescents to discuss sex-based topics with their fathers. Both male and female adolescents were less likely to discuss sex-based topics with their friends than with their mothers, but more likely to discuss these topics with their friends than their fathers. Content of conversations of male adolescents was fairly consistent among mothers, fathers, and friends, and sexually transmitted disease/acquired immune deficiency syndrome and condom use were popular topics of discussion. Female adolescents tended to talk about the menstrual cycle with their mothers, sexual abstinence with their fathers, and sexual intercourse with their friends. Adolescents who reported a greater number of topics discussed with their mothers were more likely not to have initiated sexual intercourse and to have conservative values, whereas adolescents who reported a greater number of topics discussed with their friends were more likely to report the initiation of intercourse and more "liberal" sexual values. Both male and female adolescents were most comfortable discussing sexual issues with their friends. Male adolescents were less comfortable talking to mothers, but more comfortable talking to their fathers than were females. Mothers were likely to report feeling very comfortable talking about almost all discussion areas. Fathers' comfort level was not measured, as they were not directly questioned. CONCLUSION: Early adolescence (13-15 years old) is characterized by more sex-based discussions with mothers than friends or fathers. Daughters and sons discuss different topics with their fathers, although discussion by both genders with fathers is limited. If an adolescent talks more with the mother about sexual issues than with friends, he/she is less likely to initiate sexual intercourse and more likely to have conservative values. This points to the importance of fostering good communication and comfort between parents and adolescents about sexual issues.
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